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Using isolates of decay fungi from field  

test samples for durability tests under  

laboratory conditions 
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 Standard test fungi are not necessarily the same species 

provoking decay in the field. 

 



Objectives & Experimental 

• Investigate the possibility to use isolates  

from in and above ground specimens for 

laboratory resistance tests 

• Compare results with standard test fungi 

 More than 30 isolates incubated on malt agar 

 Screening mini-block test, 2 wood species 

 11 isolates (ML > 3 %) used for testing 15 

wood-based materials 

 Additional DNA analysis 

 



Results 

• Majority of the species was 

identified at least on genus level 

• Severe brown rot causing fungus 

decay (Leucogyrophana sp.) 

difficult to colonize on malt agar 

• Most isolated fungi showed equal 

or more severe decay compared to 

commonly used standard test fungi 

 Additional references in laboratory 

decay tests  
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